got up on that coast, when we are given a carte blancheto

umsnsiment, He remarkod that silence, such a8 should
silow moment's time for reflection, would be, he was where we please, and violate any law we please, so far
zm.‘.ﬂﬁ“ speech in favor of the bill, and s:lu ower of the Government is concerned ; for the only

ik was the only ouhepmiaucd tomake. He asked that
Bill be now put upon its passage.
.:t-u read, Il:ld proposes to pay, under the direction
of the President of the Un''» | “iates, to each officer,
mre—commissioned officer, wusician, and private, who,
ow the 21st of December, embarked st New York under
wmders for California on board the steamship San Fran-
aises, and who were on board that vessel during her re-
went disaster, 8 sum equal in amount to his pay and al-
lgwances for four months, If any such officer, non-com-
wmissioned officer, musician, or private shall -have died
Befare recei this payment, from any cause conse-
t upon said disaster, then his widow, or, if no wi-
, then the minor children, if any, shall be allowed an
amount equal to six months' pay and allowances.

The bill was then read the third time apd passed.

Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on Territo-
giss, to which was referred House joint resolution autho-
siziog the accounting officers of the Treasury to aijust
the cxpenges of a board of commissioners appointed by
thoe Yerritorial Assembly of Oregon to prepare a code of
lamx; also, to adjust the expenses of collating and print-
Emg certain laws and archives of the Terrivory of Oregon,

the same back without amendment ; when it was
muad the third time and passed.

Mr. FULLER, from the Committee on Commerce, re-
parted a bill to constitute Quiney, in the State of Illinois,
- of delivery; which was read twice.

r. RICHARDSON made a few remarks in explanation
af this bill, and ssked that it might now be seted on.

Considerable debate ensued, when the bill was read the
tird time und passed.

MILITARY ACADEMY BILL.

Tie morning hour having expired, the House proceed.
ad to consider the bill making appropriations for the sup-
of the Military Academy for the year ending June

40, 1855, yesterday reported from the Committee of the |
Whole.

Mr. SMITH, of New York, opposed the bill. Hewsaid
dhat he believed in the progress of the human'race, and
ogpaiced at the idea of ever-growing civilization. Therefore
it was that his heart was always afilicted when he saw any
owanifestation of the war spirit, for he believed the spirit
af war to be the spirit of barbarism. Notwithstanding
alie pepular ideas to the contrary, in his opinion there
s 00 50 mighty 8 hindranoe to the progress of civilization
% war, and, regarding this bill as connected with the
sgirit of war, he would use all honorable means to Jdefeat
& He thought it ineffably strange and sad thut in any
mation, professing, as this did, the principles of peace, the
wr spirit should be so rabid. It was & gross inconsis-
memey that in such a nation there should be any manifes-
tagians of war, “‘ My voice is still for war,” were the
wueds attributed to a celebrated Roman. As that Roman
wss & Pagan, and lived more than two thousand yearsage,
£ wms not stramge that he was the advocate of war; but
diiat we, who had had two thousand years more of retro-
spect of the errors of war, instead of having a christian
sease of right and wrong, should be the advocates of war,
wwes indeed passing strunge,

The bill was then read the third time and passed.

INVALID AND OTHER PENSIONS.

The bill making appropriations for the payment of in-
walid and other pensions of the United State for the year
ewdizg the 50th June, 1853, was next taken up, read the
third time, and passed. '

DEFICIENCY ‘BILL—NEW YORK POLITICS.

Om motion of Mr. HOUSTON, the House went into Com-
anitiee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ouz,
of Seath Carolina, in the chair,) and resumed the con-
suderstion of the bill to supply deficienciesin the service
af the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854,

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama, then resumed the remarks
Be caramenced yesterday, and occupied the remainder of
ki Bour in reply to the speech of Mr. CrrriNg.

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, obtained the tloor, when
&hte Committee rose.

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, offered a resolution to close
aif debate in Committee of the Whole on the deficiency
Gill in one hour after its consideration shall have again
Geen resumed.

Pending which the House adjourned.

TuurspAy, Janvary 19, 1854,

IN SENATE.

Mr. PETTIT desired to offer a resolution, (sne of in-
suwiry mercly,) and he did so in comsequence of having
imse received a letter from an old and much esteemed |
Lriemd on tire subjeot of extending the construction of the

ion laws o0 as to provide for the widows of those
whe served in the war of 1812, The reasons given by the |
wrifier wers certainly pretty strong ones, and he would
atats then for the benetit of the Senate.

Firstly. That if o woman was worthy to be the wife of
@ brave man who was ready to sacrifice his life in the
service of his country, she would be just the very kind of
wmaoman most likely to marry a second time.

Seceully, and perhaps not less strong, that the wants
af &« widow who had buried two husbands were quite as
grest as those of & woman who had only buried one.

Xow, as he could not give any stronger reasons, and
uliw resolution was one simply of inquiry, he would ask
alias it might be adopted.

The resolution was read as {ollows, and agreed to:

&geolced, That the Commitiee on Pensions inquire whether
i fuws need any amendment to give full effect tu the design
of Cougreds in granting pensions to the widows and suldiers
of the war of 1512,

THE SONORA EXPEDITION.

Mr, GWIN. Mr. President, I ask the unanimous con-
sext of the Senate to offer o resolution personal in its
Zearing upon the State which [in part represent here. 1
Hesire it to be considered now, and 1 wish to give the rea-
sons why it should be adopted. [ will detain the Senate
Gmt a very few moments, 1 think that when honorable
Femarors hear the resolution read they will see the reason
why I should be granted the courtesy:

Kewnjoed, That the President of the United States be re-

to communicate to the Senate the number of ships-
ai-war un the const of California, Oregon, and Washington,
wietlerr in active service or lying in port unemployed; ulso,
he smonber on the whole Pacific const of North and South
A&pserica, and their eruizsing grounds; alzo, whether, in his
rmpamion, the naval force of the United States on the Pacifie
wsast in the year 1853 was sufficient to prevent the departure
Swm ux to foreign territory of any unlawful expedition that
it be hagtily formed from the adventurous persons usually
& e found at all points of great commerciul activity and en-
erpeise, whether in the United States or Europe: alse, the
aumber of ships-of-war on the Atlantie cosst and other cruls-
ing grounds, whether in active service or lying in port un-
amployed; alse, the number of troups in California, Oregon,
ams Washington.

Alr. Gwry said that he was induced to offer the ahove
smsolution from having read the Proclamation of the Pre-
“dent of the United States (printed in another column)
=mmgerning the late expedition fitted out at California to
wmvade the friendly territory of Mexico.

This proclamation (said Mr. Gwix) was issued sgainst
mersons who are said to be citizens of the State of Cali-
Zarais. 1 wish to bring to the notice of the Senate and
e country a fact which I think it is proper should go
ams to the country with that proclamation, and it is this:
mhst al the time this expedition is said to have been got-
“wm ap in the Btate of Californis, the United States had
om farce there to prevent the sailing of such expeditions.
E wish to bring to the notice of the Senate and the coun-
Zry that nt the very time the first expedition went from
Wxlifornls & single steamship-of-war, with o single guu,
anwld have prevented it. Apd, sir, is there no allowance
%o be made for the state of the country which was its des-
gmstion—Lower Californis and Sonora® 8ir, here was
an expedition of forty-five men that passed out without
ahstruction from the Golden Gate, less than o mile wide,
amed which any one gun can command as against a thip
without cinnon: aud they went to a country as large as
alf & dozen States of this Confederacy, took g ion

af it, and issued a proclimation proclaiming a republic.

If the President of the United States intends to pre-
oext such expeditions there or elsewhere, he should have
» tarce of the United States to prevent their departure,
3t dhe time that this vessel left the harbor of San Fran-
cigco there were but two ships-of-war in active service

{

law rigidly executed there is the law of taxing us and col-
lecting the revenue from us.

Mr. President, | am opposed to all unlawful expedi-
tions of this sort; but it must be known that in a new
country like Califorais, where there are so many adven-
turous spirits, and where the countries adjoining us are
offered to us dmrl] for the going and them, the
power of the United States musk be vigilantly and pro-
perly executed if such expeditions are not to be car-
ried out.

Mz, President, it must be known to the people of this
country that when there are some of the richest mineral
| countries in' the world adjeining the State of California,
| with a population, utterly unable to defend them sgainst
| the Indian tribes in their peighborkood, expeditions of

this kind will proceed from California, unless the force of
!the United States there is sufficient to prevent them.
| Wherever our people go they carry wealth, power, and
prosperity with them, and never forget the principles of
| liberty they have inherited from our forefathers; and al-
| though such expeditions should not be encouraged or al-
| lowed, if they succeed the present inhabitants will be
| more powerful and prosperous through the change of go-
| vernment than they ever now or can expect to be without
| & change.
| What is the condition of our army on the Pacifiocoast ?
I It is not aod never has been efficient, from local causes
| that we bave failed to remedy by legislation, although
{urged to do so. These expeditions can go by land to So-
nora, and, in my opinion, have gone or will go; and this
! paper proclamation of the President will have no effect
| in stopping any such expedition, because we have noforce
| there to enforce it. ;

It is useless for the Chief Magistrate of these United
States to attempt, by proclamation, to stop any such ex-
pedition. As long as the principle of territorial expan-
wion is recoguised, and such countries lay onwur bordey

the Holy Book, *lead us not into temptation."” Why, Mr.
Prosident, I have s distinet recoll when the drum
and the fife summoned volunteers to go to Texas from the
various portions of the Atlantic cosst, that the Gov-
eroment was censured for not such move-
ments; nor am I defending them. No, sir. DBut I say,
when the President issues such a lamation, it is the
daty of this Government to means for its en-
forcement, and to have that of force on the spot
which is necessary to prevent the ation of such
expeditions, That is the ground :ﬂ?ﬁ take. With
what justice and truth can any Senator charge me with
defending auy lawless nots? My constituents pay taxes
to keep up an army and navy, and we are enmlady 1o the
‘benefit of them, either for protection against a foveign
enemy or to enforce our neutrality lawa, if that be neces-
sary. As tosurrounding the country with bolts and bars,
or an army or navy, I ask for no such thing. There s
at present but one point on the Pacific coast where such
an expedition eould be fitted out—the barbor of San
Francisco—and that, as I stated before, a single steam-
ship with one gun could effectunlly arrest. [am not
interfering at all in regard to these expeditions, nor de-
fendiog them, but I say that such a proclamation, back-
ed by no force, will bave no other effect but to irritate
the people of that State,

I wish to ecall the attention of the Senate and the
country to the fact that there is not a gun mounted on
| the Pacific const, that there wus not a ship of war when

these expeditions sailed within thousands of miles of our
coast. 1 wish to get this information before the Ameri-
can people to show the necessity of having some means
of defence there against foreign enemies as well us law-
less expeditions.

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I agree with the hon-
orable Sepator from California that there ought to have
been a force on the Pacific coast sufficient to enable the
officers of the United States to prevent the setting out of
this lawless expedition, the successful prosecution of
| which from one of the ports of the United States is cal-

as Lower Ualitornis, Sonora, and the Sandwich Islands, | culated to inflict a deep reproach upon our national cha-
racter.

| just for the taking, and the Government of the United
States opposes no effective preventive foree, you will find
citizens of the United States engaged insuch enterprises;
and they will be successful. Proclamations without effi
cient force will not stop them. .

Why have we not had a steampship-of-w ¢ on the Pa-
cific coast ! Decause it is said to be too expensive on &
gen-const of sixteen hundred miles. - Coal there costs
thirty or forty dollars per ton, when here we can get it
for about six. * Here we sce ngain that miserable system
of economy, perny-wise and pound-foolish, that destroys
all of the efficiency of Government, sud my cqustituents
are to be branded with infamy for violating laws that
there is no power to enforce.

I warn the country that unless the power of the Gov-
ernment is exercised efficiently on that coast, they cannot
expect us to staud still when we are invited into these
magnificent countries which liz around us and see the
Indians take possession of them, when we can get them
at the will of the inhabitants. !

1 am very much surprised at the issuing of this procla-
mation at this time, because it comes too late. Tam
anzious to aid the President of the United States in ob- |
serving our neutrality laws; andif it istrue that a treaty
has been negotinted lately by which a large portion of
Mexign I3 to come into our possession, it shows inevitably
that the public sentiment of the people of the United
States, as reflected by the Executive, desires possession
of the territory nagotiated for, whetherin the way of pur-
chase or otherwise.

I hope that treaty embraces all of the territory on our
border which Mexico is not able to protect [rom such in-
cursions and Indian depredations, anl that we will have
a wountain or desert boundary beiween the two Govern-
ments that can be defended by each. If it does not em-
brace such an extent of country, I shall favor such & mo-
dification of it as will accomplish this desirable object.

Mr. PETTIT. [ Jonot kuow that [ have any objection
to the proposition which has been offered by the Senator
from California ; nor am I disposed to cast any reflections
upon his constituents, whom he defends so ably. Butl
must be allowed to say that I think it is the strangest de-
fence that I ever heard given of sny man's coustituents.
He, in effect, says that if you will surround his constitu-
ents with holts and bars, with war steamers, with soldiers
with arms in their hands, they will cease stealingand ma.- |
rauding ; that they will be honest, forsooth, if you will
compel them to he honest. Who would not be honest
under such circumstances® Why, sir, he says there are
inviting fields of gold, rich mineral wealth, and broad
acres that are desirable to the eye there. Where are
such not to be found? And he says that his constituents,
intelligent, and worthy, and peaceable as they are, or as
he would make us helieve they are, cannot restrain their
own greedy, grasping appetites to appropriate that which
belongs to their neighbors unless you surround them with
a wall. They are constituents that no man ought to be
proud of, however proud he may be.

But I must be permitted to say that I think the
{ honorable Senator from California is mistaken in attribu-
| ting blame on account of the omission to have sucha
force there either to the present or late Administration.
| That Senator and myself well know that the system of
cutting down the estimates, which obtained during the
last Congress and the Congress before, left both the late
and the present Administration without the pecumniary
means of maintaining such a force there as should make
the Government at all times prepared to execute its laws
and vindieate the character of the country sgaiust these
lawless depredators upon peaceable States adjoining to us.

Now, sir, it is possible, nay, it is probable, that it
might have been in the power of the present Secretary
of the Navy, or of the late Secretary, or of his imme-
diate predecessor in office, to have placed sufficient force
on the Pacific const; and my friend from California knows
that, in order to do that with the existing means of the
Government and the amount of naval force at his com-
mand, he would have been pecessarily obliged to weaken
the naval power which the interests of the country re-
quire should be maintained in other parts of the world.
I think, therefore, that, o far as finy blame can be laid to
the Government on this subject, we of the two ITouses of
Congress must assume to foot the bill.

The Administration pregent and the Adwinistration
pust, so far as I see, are both blamecless upon that
gubject. They have stated to us in their estimates what
the necessities of the country require. They have asked
that the necessary amount should be voted. Congress
has refused. There ure no means by which a President
of the United States can raise money but through the in-
strumentality of an act of Congress. He cannot levy
‘¢ ship-money,” as the Kings of England did, - He cannot
make involuntary contributions under the denomination
of *‘benevolences.”” He can only apply what you place
at his disposal to maintain the honor sud enforce the laws
of the United Btates. 1 feel persuaded, strongly per-
suaded, that if the Senator from Californis and myself,
who always resisted in the Committee on Naval Affairs
and on this floor this system of capriciously and arbitra-
rily striking down the appropriations, could have heen
successful in our views, this Inte transaction would not
Lave happened—which we all deplore, and which will be
considered abroad s a reproach upon our national char-
acter, as if we were disposed to look with toleration, if
not with favor, upon such lawless adventurers upon the
deminions of peaceful Powers in our neighborhood.

I thought it right to say thus much, because I think that
while we nre speaking in just terms of indignation of such
a proceeding, it is right not to inflict blame where the
blame does not properly lie.

The discussion was further continued by NMessre,
BRODHEAD, SHIELDS, MASON, DAWSON, GWIN,
and BADGER, when the resolution was laid over for the
present.

Mr. FITZPATRICK, in pursuance of notice, introduced
a bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of the United

8ir, I regretted to hear, and I am sorry to have it al-
leged on the foor of the Senate of the United States, that
any portion of our fellow-citizens, in ‘order to keep them
within the bounds of duty as individunls and citizens of
this Republic towards all other countries and all other
men, must be constrained by force in a boedy. I know
that in all communities there are law-breakers, those
who wiil uot abide the law, those who must be restrain-
ed; but I did not suppose that it pertained to whole bo-
diesof, men, whole communities, and whole localities,
Why, sir, it is ineffect saying, in neighborhood transac-
tions—for nations are but individuals ina situation of
neighborhood towards each other, and should act in like
manner—that the rights of neighborhood cannot be main-
tained. The peaceable citizen, who is a member of a local
society and observes his own rights and those of his
neighbors ; who neither suffers his own to be trampled
upon nor wantonly tramples upon those of his neighbor;
who neither allows his own property to be appropriated
lawiessly for the benefit of ancther, nor wantonly, with
rapine, lnys his hands upon the property of others, will
conduct himself in like manner as a member of society

States to a certain reservation therein ientioned, and to
confirm the title of Charles G. Gunter thereto; which was
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims.

Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, 1 will not projract this
debate, for what has been said by my honorable friend
from Indiana, (Mr. Prrrin,) pnd my distinguiched friend
from North Carolina, (Mr. Bauasn,fmnkcl it unnecessa-
ry for me to say a word. Sir, I regretted to see the Sen-
ator from California rise in his place and charge the Pre-
gident of the United States with a neglect of duty—for it
amounts to that—in that he bhad not furnished sufficient
force to prevent these depredations. .

Mr. GWIN. Mr, President, the Senator from [llinois
is surely mistaken. I have not said any thing of the sort.

Mr. SHIELDS, What the honorable Senator said surely
amounts to that.

Mr. GWIN. Itcertainly deesnot; and I didnotintend
any such thing.

Mr, SHIELDS. IHe charges the Governmest of the
United States, as I understand, with blame and censure
for not having a naval force on the Pacific const to pre-
vent these unlawful expeditions: and yet he is the chair-

and a portion of a Government.

Sir, the Senator has said neither more nor less than
that these men, his constituents, whom he calls such, if
their neighbors’ houses lay open, and treasures of gold
and valuable commodities were to be found in them, and
there was not a watch-dog or sentinel at the door, would
forget all morals, all law, and all right, and wantonly pos-
sess themselves of their neighbors’ goods.

Rir, | am sorry to hear it said that any portion of our
people, in great masses at any rate, are so disposed. 1
did not believe, I could not believe it was so. - I am sorry
to hear any Senator upon the floor of the Senate of the
United States announce that his constituents are so dis-
posed that nothing but bars and bolts, not laws, not sta-
tutes, not moral strength or moral suasion, nor any regard
to duty, public or private, will restrain them from this
rapacity ; but the force and power of the Government must
be applied to prevent it.

8ir, it may be possible, and 1 cordially agree with that
Senator in saying that I do not think there is a sufficient
force upon the Pacific coast. It cught to be there, but
for other and different purposes. The Golien Gate should
be fortified and defended ; there should he more men-of-
war steamers belonging to the military marine upon that
const or in that ocean. But I protest that it ought not to
be there for the purpose of preventing the citizens from
stealing and robbing. It should not be necessary to have
such a force there to prevent these things, but the moral
force and intelligence which should govern all portions of
the constituents of all of us shouli be sufficient for that
purpose. Your guns should be there to guard and pro-
tect the integrity and secarity of your own territory.

Mr. GWIN., Mr. President, the Senator from Indiana
states that I got up here to defend my constituents for
committing acts of lawless robbery, beenuse the United
States did not put bolts and bars around them to prevent
them from doing it. :

Mr. PETTIT. If the Senator will allew me, I will cor-
rect him. [ did not say that he had got up to defend

them, hut that he had got up undertaking to defend his
constituents, not for that mct, but admitting that they
were of that class who would rob and steal if not prohi-
bited or prevented by bolts and bars.

Mr. GWIN. That is not true. [ made no such state-
| ment, nnd no such legitimate inference can be drawn from
what 1 did state. I said that the President had issued o
proclamation against certain expeditions which had pass-
ed from California for the purpose of invading a foreign
territory ; and [ gave as a reason why these expeditions

- the whole Pacific coast of South and Nortl Ameriea— | hud passed from our territory that the Government of the

aae at the Sandwich Islands, having been ordered there | United States
Sex the purpose of preventing the consummation of one | would prevent
af the expeditions referred to in the proclamation; the | stealing, and that [ am in favor of having bolts and bars |-
ather, as we all supposed, was cruising at the mouth of | put around my constituents. Wh 3

dhe Gulf of California, but subsequent information informs | stituents hinve y y {.‘,
ww that it Ll been ordered to the coast of Peru to look |
afer some difficulties which our Govermment has had |

wpith that Republic.

Now, on a const of over five thousand miles we had |
Bmt two ships-of-war to protect our commerce and main.
Is it mot o farce to suy |

#zin our neutrality obligations.
wiat smch e force can accomplish these ohjects?

There was also a second expedition reported to have

siled from San Francisco in a vessel, with two hundred
sad Efty men on board, which was towed out of the har-
@ar by a stesmship without the slightest obstacle on the

of the Government of the United States. And why?

Heesuse it bad no force there.  When we ask for a steam. |

wiiep én the revenue service to prevent smuggling on that
auast, we are told that it costs too much; and when I
i that appeopriations shall be made to put that coat in
= state of defence, | am almost scouted at, hecause itcosts
a0 much mopey. This miserable system of economy has
left us without Government power either to defend us
feom an enemy or prevent the sailing of unlawful expe-
#tians from our ports.

Hers now we are proclaimed to the world as going to
amd disturbing the peace of other nations, by expeditions

had failed to put such a force there as
their sailing. He says this is defending

#ir, what do his con-
8 ave ot home to prevent lawless acts, perhaps as
irequent therens in any-State in the Union ?

| Mr. PETTIT. Their Senators do not talk about it on
| the floor Lere.

Mr. GWIN, The Senator shall not interrupt me.

The PRESIDENT. Order!

Mr. GWIN. There are jails and penitentiaries for cul-
| prits in Indiana, The State nuthorities protect the citi-

man of the Committee on Navul Affairs, whose especial
| duty it is to furnish that force: aud he has neglected or
| has been unable to furnish a sufficient force to the Presi-
| dent to prevent these unlawful expeditions. So, sir, with
| regard to the military force on that coast, that is also in.
sutficient ; but we cannot blame the President beeause he
has not furnished a force which does not exist. Our navy
| is insufficient to protect our coast, and our army is also
| insuflicient. .
| The Senator from California, if I understand him, also
| blames the President for issuing this proclamation. Sir,
I think the President would not be worthy of the position
| that he holds if he did not issue such a proclamation. ITe
| must, so far as he can do it, as the Executive head of this
| nation, absolve the nation from the disgrace of these law-
[ 1ess, unprincipled, vagabond expeditions. The honorable
Senator seems to justify this pitiful expedition of forty-
five men, as 1 understand him——

Mr. GWIN. 1o not wish the Senator to misunder-
stand me at all. I did not begin or pretend to justify it,
and 1 have not done so from the first; but I stated that
it went out beeause there was no force to arrest it.

Mr. SHIELDS. 1 am glad to find that the Senator
does not justify it, 1 am glad to find that there is not
one Senator on this floor who will justify such an expe-
dition. Before the Senator charges the President of the
United States with neglect of duty,. or reproaches him,
he should rise in his place and tell us where the Presi-
dent was to find the vessels to go there to protect that
coast, -

Sir, I have more than contempt for such expeditions
as this Walker expedition upon that poor, helpless, de-
fenceless, and unsuspecting population. My opinion is,
that the men who could go there, who could go down
upon the poor defenceless inbabitants of the froutier of

exico and surprise them, as it were, would do what
they have done when they meet with resistance—fly back
to their vessels again.

I repeat what was said by the honorable Senator from
North Cavolina, that such expeditions are bringing re-
proach upon the country: and the President would share
in that reproach if he did not pursue some course to ar-
rest it.

Mr, GWIN. DMr, President, the Senator from Illinois
might have withheld his reproaches upon these men, who
are now in their graves. The last intelligence informs
| us that they have all been putto death. It was uncall-
| ed for to reproach men who bhave suffered for the crimes
which he alleges they have committed. Sir, it is one of
the charges which I bring against the efficiency of this
Government that it has not been able to stop such expe-
ditions and prevent such catastrophes.

Mr. SHIELDS. Will the honorable Senator tell us
wherein the dereliction of the Government consists ?

Mr. GWIN. If the gentleman had listened to the reso-
lution he would have seeu that it asked the President of
the Unpited States to inform us where the naval forces of
the country are. I can tell him where some of vur ships-
of-war are.

I do not pretend to say that the ‘expedition to Japan
has not had beneficent, useful, and important purposes
to accomplish. I do not pretend to say that the naval
force in that expedition is not properly and usefully em-

| zens against acts of depredation. But who but the Gov-
| erument of the United States has control of the foreign
police of the country?  How is the President to enforce
: ?:: ‘])Puc!lm"iuun unless by using the arm of the United
ates ¥
S}I‘. [ wag not defending these expeditions, but I was
| #aying that the President of the United States could not
have prevented them with the effective force of the Uni.
| ted Btates on that const. [ do not charge this President
with neglect, nor him who preceded him; but I said, if
the Government of the United States had but s sufficient
| force there, and had used jt efficiently, such ex tions
could not have sailed from our Is this defending
| them ? 1 do not say that there are not lawless men in
California ; but not more than in other sections of the
country who cannot conform to that important precept of

ployed ; but, sir, if the President of the United States
! cannot maintain our neutrality, and keep so large s
| squadron in that service, the question présents itself
| whether it would not be better t order one of the steam-
| ships-of war accompanying and composing part of that
'8 to the const of California. Sir, 1 was in favor
| of the Japan expedition: but I simply wish to know
| whether it is not the duty of the Chicf Magistrate of this
| nation to place the naval force of the United States—in-
| efficient as I acknowledge it to be—so as to see that the
| laws are faithfally executed, and that our commeéree and
our honor, as & nation, are not infringed upon ; and if he
has done so0, I do not and have no eause to complain.
Again, sir, we haven surveying expedition to Eehrin;'l
Straite, in which five vessels-of-war are employed, [ was

in favor of that expedition, and it was upon my motion
that it was organized ; but is it of more im to

survey unknown sess or to 80 place our naval force as to
do away with the necessity of such ! My
is whether the Navy of the United States is pro-

ing

perly distributed to protect our neutrality, our commerce,
and national honor ! That is the inquiry which I propose
by this resolution, and if it is, then it will be more impe-
ratively our duty to increase the navy, and thus le
the Executive to execute his whole duty to the people of
the United States as well'as to foreign nations,

I have attached mo blame to the President. I have
simply stated o fact, which should be recorded in the his-
tory of this country, that, ineflicient as our navy is, we
have great and grand expeditions in remate portions of
the globe, away from our territory, within which such
expeditions as are referred to in the proclamation are
being fitted cut, and there is nota ship of war to prevent
their sailing. The object of my resolution is to get in-
formation as to where the navy, inefficient as it is, was
distributed when these expeditions sailed from California ;
and I wish to know what power the President has at his
command to execute with effect the proclamation which
Le has issued! He threatens punishment agninst the
persons engaged in such expeditions. What power has
he to bring those thus engaged before the courts—for you
cannot punish except where the crime is committed—and
what forces, military or naval, is there on the Pacific to
execute that proclamation? For what practical purposes
is the proelamation issued when there is no power within
the coutrol of the Executive on thast coast to have it
respected !

It is well known to the Senator from Illinois and to
every member of this body, that ever since 1 have been
at the Lhead of the Committee on Naval Affairs I have been
for increasing the navy. It is known that I have, in my
place, time and sgain, brought forward and urged upon
the Senate the necessity of appropriating the amount
asked forin the estimates of the Navy Department. Here
in my place, as the organ of the Committee on Naval
Affairs, I asked last session for the building of five or
six additional steamships-ef-war; aund during this ses-
gion, by the unanimous approval of the committee, brought
forward a report endorsing the recommendation of the
Secretary of the Navy to add six additional ships-of-war
to ournavy. I have at all times and on all occasions ad-
vocated the incrense of the navy; and why should the
Senator refer to me, as chairman of the Naval Committee,
when he says Congress is to blame for our inefficient navy,
when he knows the fault does not lie with me, but with
the other House of Congress? I censure o one, nor any
branch of the Government, but state a fact which cannot
be controverted, that so long as that coast of one thou-
sand six hundred miles in extent is filled up with an ad-
venturous people, who have the privilege of gathering
the rich fruits which lie alongside them, you cannot keep
down these expeditions without an eflicient naval force.
And I say, further, that when the President issues a pro-
clamation of this nature he should ask Congress for
power to enabl¢ him to see that proclamation executed.
It is our duty to prevent such terrible catastrophes as
took Eiaee at Havana, where fifty Ameriean citizens were-
shot down like dogs, and, as has recently occurred in
Mexico, where, according to the last information we
have reseived, these forty-five individuals who invaded
Lower California were put to death.

1 know perfectly well that these expeditions are calcu-
lated to cast a stain upon the country : and the Executive
will, when called upon, do me the justice to state that
ever since I Lave been here I have been urging him to
exercise the whole of his power in supplying the defi-
ciency of the navy on the Pacific coast, by chartering
vessels to prevent the sailing of such expeditions, and
protect those engaged in them from being };nt to death on
a foreign soil without trial. The people of California are
no more in favor of lawless expeditions than citizens of
other Stutes with the same temptation.

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, it secms to me that
we have already all the information which is called for
by this resolution. The honorable Senator from Califor-
nia informs us that he desires to know how our naval
foroe and ships-of-war have been employed! Why, the
Secretary of the Navy has informed us in the report which
was communicated to ug by the President of the United
States at the opening of the session. I have no objec-
tion, sir, that the Senator from California shall make the
statement which he has given to the Senate. It may all
be right. It may be necessary that he should call to it
the attention of the Senate; but it is quite unnecessary
for us to pass this resolution ; for we shall receive no fur-
ther information from the President of the United States
when he answers the call than we possess already.

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, it is very certain that
the honor of the country, as well as its safety, is deeply
interested in preventing these marsuding expeditions from
leaving our shores with a view to commit depredations
upon foreign Powers; bat I am not prepared to say, at
present at least, that this Government is to chanpge its
policy in the use of the military force which is placed at
its disposal, either by sea or land, for the purpose of pre-
venting our people from violating the laws. 1 had not
the pleasure of hearing all that fell from the Senator from
California, but I think I heard enough from him to un-.
derstand his position to be this: that our navy is to be
increased for the purpose of requiring the laws to be exe-
cuted against our own citizens.

Mr, GWIN. The Senator will permit me to state that
what I said was this: if there had been u single ship-of-
war in the harbor of San Francisco when these expedi-
tions were fitted out it would have leen impossible for
them to have sailed; and the Government of the United
States should execute the neutrality laws, by preventing
the fitting out of such expeditions within our own har-
bors, and within a marine league of the coast of the Uni-
ted States, I did not pretend to say that the navy of the
United States could be used out upon the sea in pursuing
expeditions got up in the United States.

Mr. MASON. T did not ascribe any such statement to
the honorable Senator at all; but I understood the drift
of his remarks to be that we ought to incrense the navy
for some purpose, and, among other reasons, because it
is shown that a navy i3 required to prevent the citizens
of the country from violating the laws of the country.
Now, sir, I deny that absolutely and positively. I am
no enemy to an increase of the navy, provided the navy
is increased for the legitimate purposes of the navy. [
understand the legitimate purposes of our navy, in time
of peace, to be gimply to protect our commerce ; and I
sgree in the policy of the late Administration and of the
present Administration, that when they can safely and
prudently employ a portion of the navy in the navigation
of foreign seas and the exploration of foreign waters for
the purpose of increasing our commerce, it is a legitimate
use of it; because nothing gives a greater stimulant to
the products of the country then the means of commer-
¢lal exchange abroad.

Now, I understood the Senator from California further
to say, or at least I gathered from what fell from him
after I came into the Senate chamber, that he thought it
was not the part of the Executive to have issued this
proclamation until he first provided there a competent
force.

Mr, GWIN. L3 No, sir; I stated the fact that the cause
of this proclamation originated from the want of a proper
naval and military force to see that the laws of the United
States were executed ; and I wish the Senator to under-
stand that I am entirely in favor of using the navy in
the way he mentioned to promote our commerce.

Mr. MABON. I have no doubt the Senator from Cali-
fornia has well said that, from the adventurous charac-
ter of the population who have gone to our Pacific bor-
der, these cxpeditions are more likely to be fitted out
from that quarter than from any of the Atlantic
coast; but 1 understood him to say, farther, and doubt-
less to say correctly, that there was no point upon that
extended seaconst where such an expedition could have
been fitted out but at 8an Francisco.

Mr. GWIN. My reason for that remark was this: San
Francisco is a city of large population. In other por-
tions—in the spmnly-uettred parts of the country—an ex-
pedition of this sort ¢ould not have been gotten up with-
out such notoriety as would have defeated its object.

Mr. MASON. [ understood it so; and it is certainly
no reflection on the people of the city of San Francisco
to say that, because from the number of the population
and the facilities given there, it is the only point where
such an expedition could have embarked.

Now, sir, I have understood the policy of this country
to be to rely upon the people of the country to protect
each other by seeing to the due execution of the laws.
Our Federal Governmeut hasnopolice distributed through-
out the country for the purpose of seeing that the laws
are executed ; and I will say to the Senator and to the
Senate, that when the day comes that we must have an
armed police, by land or water, to see to the execution of
the laws of the United States, the days of the liberties of
the country are numbered. 1 protest against any such
policy being avowed in the Senate or adopted by the
country.

8ir, I read the proclamation of the President this morn-
ing, and he has done only what his predecessors have
done, from the days of Gen. Washington down, whenever
they have had reason to believe that there were existing
lawless combinations for the purpose of violating the
laws, or that any such would be formed. In such o case
it is the duty of the President to issue a proclamation,
advising his countrymen of the consequences of such vio-
lation of the laws. And why is it issued? It is issued
for the very purpose of giving notice to the people of the
eountry that such combinations are likely to arise, in
order that the people may put them down.

Who ever heard of stationing o ship in any one of our
ports for the purpose of rﬂvenﬁng expeditions from
going abroad! Sir, if a ship were stationed in the Ches.
8 ¢ Bay or in Hampton Roads, within the limits of
the State whh;h I In;n thh:'honor to n&mt here, for
the of teach people their duty, [ appre-
hu(; they would be to the reputation :hiebl’&ey
have acquired from their fathers if they did not demand
that that ship should be removed; and, if it were not

Ly,
to prevent it; but [ say
our ports, or any where upon our waters, lest such o
should occur, is & policy new and unheard of.

Now, sir, a few words in reference to this particular
matter. The city of Ban Frauncisco has a population of
some sixty or eighty thousand inhabitants, as well armed,
and xnerhspo better armed, thas any population that you
can find on any other part of your coast border. If that
population has neither the ability nor the means of pre-
venting these expeditions from being fitted out, it will be
_nselen; for “l'n Pader:lu Government to attempt it, unless
it ganploys a e portion of the na that purpose,
I n‘ agsinst u&g the navy for an;"sﬁ purpose 64 &
preventive measure. [ am against its going out to the
country that there is any necessity for such a use of the
navy. And if the purpose of the resolution be to serve
as an admonition to the President, as the sense of the
Senate that the navy must be so used, I, for one, must
vote against it.

Sir, I am not personally informed as to the facts, but
I have no doubt, from what we see in the newspapers,
that the President has taken measures, and efficient
mensures, to prevent the recurrence of these transactions
without the use of armed ships stationed at the ports of
Californis to prevent them. All I wish to do is to pro-
test against any such policy as that the navy is to be en-
larged or is to be luerlP for the purpose of preveuting our

own people from violating their own laws. l

whole of you *
to intercept
bound to do it ! A grest )
United States s, hould stand upon its honor, and

every obligation due to other nations. We never csn

;;_ sir, mﬁ parties in this country concur
cient to earry out our treaty obligations.

Mr. GWIN. [} 'wve no desire to occupy the attention
of the Senate any 4 urther. All I have to say in reply to
the Senator from | Jirginia is, that if this tion
means any thing, it means that the President of the Unit-
ed States has powe ° to execute it If it is not o mere
paper proclamation, | '@ intends to use that po
the laws and the Cons titution have placed in his hands
for its execution. And [ undertake to say, without any
special authority on the ' subject, that the President has
issued orders to the naya |and military commanders on the
Pacific coast to do every ° thing which the Senator from
Virginia says it would be ® great outrage to authorize.

Mr, MASON. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt
him for a moment? Do I1 nderstand him to say that the
President of the United Sts tes, by viriue of any power
in himself, has authorized y ‘ny portion of the army or
navy to proceed in the execu tion of the laws at all, ex-
cept as suxiliary to the civil Ppower to execute the pro-
cess of the courts ?

Mr. GWIN, I understand t. "¢ power of the President
of the United States to be, to s¢ ¢ that the laws are faith-
fully executed, and the treaties mpde with foreign Gov-
ernments enforced by the laws ; and therefore I think
that if, in his opinien, at any poi 8t of the United States,
there is an expedition fitted out | ¥ citizens of the United
States against the territory of a uother Government, in
vi.ulllntian of the treaties of the Ur ‘it:d Suul,lh:d h;a ge
right to stop that expedition untilj ¢ s ascertain e
Mr, DAWSON, Mr. President, the turn which this lcogurt.s of thg caunt.ryp’wheﬂ.wr it is 1

illegal or not. That

depate has taken makes it o very important matter for | is what I mean to say. Ihave nod. ‘ubtsuch isthe power
the country to understand really the grounds which give | that has been conferred on the Pres ident. But how ean
origin to it. 1did not understand the Senator from Cali- | you stop until thisinvestigation takes ' placein the courts?
fornia to make any charge against the late Administra- | I do not, however, want to enter upon  that question now.
tion or the present Adwinistration for a want of discharge | In regard to what the Senator from Pennsylvania says
of duty. The question which ndw arises is this : Ias the | ahout there being no necessity for pass 108 the resolution,
President of the United States sufficient means of defence | I do not wish to continue the discussion : 1did not intend
subject to his government to meet sll the incidents which  to provoke it; but when a famatie ' of that sort is
may occur in this large and extended country? Havewe  issued against citizens of my E’a:uu ettin g up expeditions,
an army suflicient? Have we a navy sufficient! These I wanted to state the acknowledged fuot that there was
ure the questions which naturally propound themselves sn invitation, if I may so say, from th, ' people of the
on su occasion of this sort. IHave we forgotten that, | country invaded to enter into such expedi 'tions; for they
under the treaty with Mexico, we are bound to protect have no (fovernment, no pratection, and th, *citizens of the
the line of frontier between the United States and Mexico  United States, wherever they go, afford ti '8t protection
from Indian depredations - Isit not now well understood | which those people do not get from their nominal Gov-
that already claims against this Government arising out ernment. There was a great temptation ; to eater upon
of that treaty amount to something in the neighborhood the expedition, no doubt about it

of $20,000,0007 And will it be forgotten that the late | Mr. BADGER. I would very respectfull, v suggest to
idmm:utuquu called upon the Congress of the United ' the Senator from California that I doubt very" much whe-
States to give it the means of carrying out the treaty, 1| ther we ought to adopt this resolution. I h ope, at all

allowed? No, sir; but the appropriations necessary to
carry out that request were denied ; and denied by whom?
Not by the Executive, but by the Legislative department
of this Government ; and if any deleterious consequences
have arisen the fault is here with us.

Huve we forgotten what transpired only twelve months
since, when the very iden suggested by my friend from
Virgiuia, the chairman of the Committee on Forcign Re. |
lations, as to the sufficiency of the civil power of the coun-
try to protect this Government and to put down all at- |
tempts at fillibustering, was brought forward ! . Wasitnot
then thought that the courts alone were to attend to these !
matters? Then, [ know, some members here regarded
the effort of the last Administration to stop the Cuban ex-
pedition as & wrong interference, and it was said that the
¢ivil authority alone should interfere in these matters.
Now, eir, I did not understand the Senator from Cali-
fornia as making any charge against the Government on '
any of these accounts’ All that he desires is to knmow |
whether the Government is in anattitude sufficient to pro-
tect its honor and to maintain its standing and its obli-
gations towards foreign nations? I say itis mot. Our
military force is not sufficient, and our army must be in-
creased; not with the idea of having a standing army
thrown upon the country for no necessary purpose, but
for a far different reason. From the extension of our
country, our seacoast, within the last four years, has been |
doubled, and it requires a much larger force to protectit !
than was formerly required. :

The divisions which have at previous times existed be-
tween parties in this country relative to a standing arm
or a large navy cease to exist, because the present condi-
tion of the army and navy does not come up to the requi-
sitions of either of the great parties of the country, Pro-
tection is the only ohject of this proposed increase. The
object i not to place an ingubus upon the country by an
overwhelming army for needless purposes, or by a navy
to rot in your docks: mot so. Our character as a nation
has grown; our importance as a nation has grown; and
our dignity now can alene be maintained, with that re-
spect due to it from foreign nations, by the power to en-
force any obligation that may exist upon us as a nation,
and any duty that may exist on the part of the citizens
towards the Government.

Now, sir, what I wish to say is this: We. have gralu-
ally gone on disappointing the hopes and expectations of
the various Administrations in this regard. President
Fillmore, foreseeing, like a judicious man; what was the
growing condlition of this country, and what would be its
necessities, called upon us years ago to increase the navy
and to increase the army, to give to the Executive Depart-
ments of the Government the power to enforce all the
duties which are required of them. Have you done it,
gentlemen? Who cut down the appropriations for mili-
tary purposes and for paval purposes during the last
year? The reports of our proceedings in the Senate and
in.the House of Representatives will tell. Is.the failure
of the Representatives of the people to provide for these
things to be charged upon this Administration or upon
the late Administration?! Certainly not.. The fault is
here, sir, not with the Executive.

I am no friend to o large standing army ; I have never
given o vote with that object in view ; but I am prepared,
as one of the members of the Committee on Mifltnry Af-
fairs, to which I have belonged since my first entry into
this body, to say that the military force of the country
should be increased. That committee has, from time to
time, in accordance with the recommendations of the Pre-
sident of the United States, asked you to increase the
army. It was not done. They asked you to provide for
raising two mounted regiments to enforce your treaties,
and carry out honestly and honorably your obligations.
That was not done. Look at the extent of frontier line
between us and Mexico, and then let the future tell this
country what millions will have to be paid, under that
treaty, by this Government to the Mexicang, on account
of our failure to carry out its obligations. Then, when
we ask you for the power to do so, and it is not done, who
is to blame? Do not charge it upon the President of the
United States, or upon the Executive Department of the
(Government, but upon yourselves—the Representatives
of the people—who, for the purpese of keeping down the
appropriations, have voted against them to gratify the
people at home, who are unacquainted with these facts;
and you have thus brought our present unfortunate con-
dition upon us.

A word now in relation to the navy, I have voted for
every increase of the navy which has been presented
since I have been here, for it has been presenteTin de-
tail. The Committee on Naval Affairs, headed by my
honorabie friend from California, has reported, fur the
last three or four years, in favor of an enlargement of
the navy; and for what reason? To protect our sea-
ports, to protect our cominerce, and to interdict these
fillibustering expeditions, which are so well caleulated to
dishonor this Union abroad. Who failed to carry out
these propositions which were thus presented ! The re-
presentatives of the people.

Why, then, will any man insinuate upon this floor or
any where else that the late or the present President of
the United States and their various heads of Depart-
ments have failed to do their duty ? They have uniform-
ly, boldly, and strenuously recommended to usto do what
they thought we ought to do: but we, in our wisdom,
turned a deaf ear to their suggestions, and pronounced
that the people would not like to see our appropriations
so large. When we stopped the nppropriations for a few
millions, by the simple striking out of a line. we open-
ed n flood-gate of claimy against this conntry amountin
to three or four times the sum by which we diminish
the appropriations. When those claims shall be present-
ed, if I shall be honored with a seat on this floor, I shall
attempt to give a historical sketch of the nction of this
Government in relation to these appropriations, from the
time of the ratification of the treaty with Mexico down
to the present day, to show who it has been that failed
to strengthen the arm of the Executive Departmentin
order to carry out the cbligations which were incurred
under that treaty, c

Now, sir, a few words as to the expedition of which my
friend from California has been spenking. That is one of
the incidents belonging to a republican form of govern-
ment. [t is one of the incidents belonging to the peculiar
character of that section of the country, where the lands,
u8 the honorable Senator observes, are thrown open, and
we are asked to go in and protect the people by giving
them a better government than they now have, Men can
be foand every where, not only in California, but in every
State of this Union, whose better feelings, not whose dis-
position to roband to stesl, would prompt them to go and
take the control of the Government, in order to mitigate
the despotism inflicted upon those people, and give to
them & prosperity which they never had before. Becanse
they have gone-there they are said to be censurable.

How! As citizes, L am not disposed to degrade them,

\

| question of opinion for which it is proposed to &t

and protecting the Mexicans and the Americans on cither =events, the Senate will sllow it to remain un another
side of the line? Were the means granted! Were the ‘day. It seems to me, sir, that the resolution, 80 far as
two mounted regiments which were asked for by the laie any specific information is desired which the Iresident
President of the United States and his Secretary of War may be supposed to have at his command, is alx eady an-

swered. The Seoretaries of War and of the Navy . in their
annual reports, communicated with the Presiden 'S mes-
sage, have stated the disposition made of the milit 2y and
naval forces of the United States. And I think, as * 1‘: l-he
k the
President by the resolution, whether the naval fo, ‘ce of
the United States was sufficient to have prevented th € act
being done, that itis one which we ought not proper 17 to
put to the President of the United States ; because, s ' far
as [ am able to see, without any reasonable foundation 12
any facts known to us, it implies that he might havep Te-
vented what he nevertheless has not prevented, and ar k2
him to answer the question whether Ee could have dow 1@
better with the naval force than he actually has done. z
Then, after we have got the correct information, it wil |
be nothing but what we have now. It seems to me thai
the Senator from California had no idea of presenting the
matter in that shape. It is slightly deficient in respect
towards the President, in asking him whether the force
was sufficient to have enabled him to prevent the ocour={
rence of these transactions. We must take it for granted.
that it was not, or he would have prevented them. What
1 mean is this: that if the President had anticipated this
event, and had a disposable naval force at his command,
he undoubtedly would have prevented it, To imply that

{ he would not, as the inquiry seems to do, or that he might

have been reluctant or negligent in doing it, is, in some

idegree, casting an implied censure upon him for the

transaction. 1 know the Senator does not mean to do
that; and I very respectfully suggest that the resolution
had better not be adopted.

Mr. GWIN. The resolution was drawn up hastily; but
1 had no intention of casting any reflection upen the Pre-
sident of the United States by it. I simply wished to
show to the Senate and the country that there was no
force to be employed there to prevent the expedition. I
did not intend to censure sny body. I only wanted the
facts properly presented to the country. I am willing to
let the resolutibn be passed over; and if there is any thing
to be corrected in its phraseclogy, I shall not be oppised
to its being done.

Sothe resolution was passed over.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The following gentlemen have been appointed the se-
lect committee on the part of the House to take into con-
sideration the resolution proposing an amendment of the
Constitution in the mode of electing the President and
Viee President of the United States: Mr. Ewixg, of Ken-
tuoky; Mr. May, of Maryland: Mr. Barksparz, of Mis-
sissippi; Mr. Parker, of Indiana : Mr. Broows, of South
Carolina; Mr. Hvaugs, of New York: Mr. Baxks, of
Massachusetts; Mr. Kere, of North Carolina; and Me.
WirLis Ariey, of Illinois,

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE—INTERNAL IMPROVE-
; MENTS—NEW YORK POLITICS.

The Heouse then went into Committee of the Whole on
the state of the Union, (Mr. Ong, of South Carolina, in
the chair.)

The committee resumed the consideration of the Presi-
dent's annual message to ("ongress.

Mr. KEITT, after a few preliminary remarks, address-
ed the Committee on that portion of the message which
relates to tonnage duties as a means of carrying on inter-
nal improvements. e contended that the laying of such
duties fur such a purpose would be constitutional and ex-
pedient. He argued its constitutionality, first, from
the words of the clause of the Constitution relating to
this subject ; secondly, from the history of its formation;
and, thirdly, from its contemporaneous practical exposi-
tion. He thenurged its expediency on the grounds that
this system would secure economy both in the laying and
collecting of taxes; that it would ensure success in the
application of the fund: and that it would restore the
Government to its republican simplicity. In conclusion,
he eloquently appealed to all sections to support the .
messure sugzested by the President.

Mr. HUGHES next obtained the floor, and went into a
diszussion of the schism in the Democratic party of New
York, in which several other members participated. Dur-
ing this discussion, in reply to a question by Mr. STAN-
TON, of Kentuckg

Mr. DEAN said that he understood the position oc-
cupied by the ¢ Softs” to be this: That they regard the
compromise of 1850 as a full and final settlement of the
slavery agitation, so far as Congress is concerned ; and
that the principles of that compromise are to be applied
to all new territory, whether it should be Nebraska, Cubs,
or Sonora. -

Mr, GROW then made some remarks in vindication
of the course pursaed by the Governor and Judicial oilicers
of Pennsylvania in regard to the Erie difficulties.

Mr. CUTTING, expressed o desire to reply to the
speech of Mr. Hucuss. Before proceeding with his re-
marks, however, he yielded to a motion that the commit-
tee rise, which being sgreed to—

The committee rose and the House adjourned,

Fripay, Jaxvary 20, 1854,

This being private bill day, the following Beaate
billz on the Speaker's table were taken up, read twice,
and appropriately referred :

A bill confirming certain land claims in Louisinna in
the Dastrop grant.

A bill for the relief of Joseph Gideon.

A bill for the relief of M. K. W, ton and C. 8t
John Chubb, executors of Capt. Lewis Warrington and
others.

A bill to incorporate the IMionecer Manufacturing Com-
pauny of Georgetown, D. C.

A bill for the relief of Moses Olmstead.

A bill for the relief of Ezra Williams.

A bill for the relief of John Fagan.

A h_ill for the relief of the heirs of Judith Worthen.

A bill to reimburse to the Common Council of New
York city expeaditures made for the first regiment of
New York volunteers,

A bill for the relief of Rehecca Freeman.

A bill for the relief of Charles A. Kellett.

A bill for the relief of James Dunning.

A bill for the relief of Charles Cooper & Co.

The bill granting the right of way to the St. Louis and
Iron Mountain Railroad through the arsenal, magasine,
and Jefferson Barracks tracts, was referred to the Com-
mittee on Military Affairs.

On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennesgee, the House
then went into Committee of the Whole om the state of
the Union, (Mr. Omr, of South Carolina, in the ohllr.!
and resumed c::n consideration of the President’s
message to gress,

And the discussion of New York politics oooupied the
remainder of the day.



